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County of San Diego Population = 
3.3 million people / 18 Cities in the 
County

City of San Diego Population (largest) = 
1.4 million people 

- Collection service since 1919

- City forces currently collect 
from 300,000 single-family 
residential properties

- No service fee charged to 
customers due to People’s 
Ordinance law from 1919
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Where does trash go?
Three Landfills in our region.
Miramar Landfill is:

• Operated by the City
• Centrally located
• Estimated to close by 2028



Miramar Landfill Design

• Liner and Leachate Collection System
• Landfill gas Collection System
• Feeds co-generation engines for energy
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Miramar Landfill
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The Miramar landfill buries ~2,300 tons of 
material a day – most of it recyclable!



Miramar Greenery
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Commercial Compost Facility 
• 75 Acres at Miramar Landfill
• Quality mulch, compost, 

woodchips
• Recycles over 105,000 

tons/year
o 7,500 tons = food
o 3,500 tons = wood
o Remainder = greens
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• Targets all commercial, industrial, 
multi-family properties and 
permitted special events

• Enforcement mechanism
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What is in Our Trash?

Approximately 75% of this material could be diverted by 
Reducing, Reusing, Recycling & Composting

Study available at: www.sandiego.gov/environmental-services/recycling

Construction 
&

Demolition
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Local City of San Diego Ordinances
City Recycling Ordinance (CRO) 2008

All single family, multi-family, commercial and industrial properties, and permitted special 
events must divert their recyclable materials.  Education component for all commercial and 
multi-family properties as well. 

Construction & Demolition Debris Deposit Program (2008)
Requires majority of construction, demolition and remodeling projects to divert their debris by 
reuse, donating, or recycling materials (think concrete, asphalt, wood, metals, etc.)

Zero Waste Plan (2015)
Lays out a plan to divert 75% of City’s waste by 2020 and 100% by 2040. 

Climate Action Plan (2015)
Calls for eliminating half of all greenhouse gas emissions in the City and aims for all electricity    

used in the City to be from renewable sources by 2035.  

Polystyrene Foam and Single Use Plastics Ordinance (2019)
Elimination of polystyrene foam and single use plastic products from the City.  Currently on hold 
due to litigation.
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“Zero Waste is a principle that calls for handling discarded materials as commodities for 
reuse rather than for disposal, and conserving those commodities through waste 
prevention, recycling, composting and other technologies.”

Zero Waste

Zero Waste Hierarchy
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Business Improvement Districts (BID)
Adams Avenue BID

BID Council Board of Directors

Gaslamp Quarter Association

College Area Business District
North Park BID San Diego

Community Groups and Residents
College Neighborhood Foundation

Community Planners Committee

Individual Residents (18)

Kensington Garden Club

San Diego River Park Foundation

Scripps Miramar Ranch Planning Group

Sustainable Scripps Ranch

Stakeholder Participation

Trade Groups and Associations
American Forest and Paper Association
Associated General Contractors of America     
San Diego Chapter
Balboa Park Cultural Partnership

Building Industry Association

Building Owners and Managers Association
Food and Beverage Association of San Diego 
County
IFMA

NAIOP

San Diego Regional Chamber of Commerce

San Diego County Apartment Association

San Diego County Disposal Association 

San Diego Green Building Council

San Diego League of Women Voters

SD County Taxpayers Association

Zero Waste San Diego

Public Education and Outreach
I Love A Clean San Diego

Inika Small Earth

San Diego County Office of Education

Solana Center for Environmental Innovation
The 1:1 Movement

Environmental Groups
Audubon Society

OB Green Gold

Sierra Club

Surfrider Foundation

The Green Store

EcoVerse

Phoenix Foods

Zero Waste San Diego

Ssubi is Hope

Governmental Agencies and Departments
CalRecycle

City Auditor

City of Chula Vista

City of Encinitas

City of Oceanside 

City of Poway
City of San Diego Parks and Recreation      
Department
City of San Diego Public Utilities

County of San Diego

LEA

MetroTransit System

Individual Businesses and Institutions
Bigsly Enterprises
Bridgepoint Education & Ashford University
California Strategies
CP Manufacturing
Crowne Plaza Hanalei San Diego
Evans Hotels
EWR
Feeding America San Diego
Mesa College
Omnire
PK Holdings, LLC.
Point Loma Nazarene University
Recycle San Diego
San Diego Zoo
SeaWorld San Diego
Sharp  Healthcare
Solar Turbines
Sony
Tap and Press
The Lodge at Torrey Pines
UCSD Sustainable Solutions
United Cerebral Palsy San Diego
WAXIE
WES
WISH

Military
MCAS Miramar

Naval Region Southwest

Non-franchised Recyclers, Thrift 
Stores,    Reuse Retailers
Boxed Green
EcoParts
Goodwill Industries
IMS Recycling
On Site Waste Solutions
Recon Recycling
Ripple Textile Recycling
San Diego Fibers
Urban Corps
Sustainable Surplus
Franchised Haulers/Recyclers
Allan Company
Daily Disposal Services
Debris Box
Dependable Disposal
Diamond Solid Waste Services
EDCO
Express Waste and Recycling
John Smith Earthworks
Republic Services
Tayman Industries
Ware Disposal
Waste Management

Independent Policy Organizations
Center on Policy Initiatives

CRRA

Equinox Center
Integrated Waste Management Citizens Advisory 
Committee
Integrated Waste Management Technical 
Advisory Committee
World Resource SimCenter (WRSC)
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Trade Groups and Associations
22%

Business Improvement Districts 
(BID):

8%

Education
3%

Other Governmental 
Agencies/Departments

7%

Community Groups and 
Residents

14%

Environmental Groups
3%

Non-franchised Recyclers, Thrift 
Stores, Reuse Retailers

8%

Independent Policy 
Organizations

9%

Franchised Haulers/Recyclers
16%

Military
3%

Individual Businesses and 
Institutions

7%

Total Attendees: 1037
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State Laws
AB 939 - 1989

City Waste Diversion 50% or $10,000 per day Fine

AB 341 - 2012
State Waste Diversion 75%

AB 32 - 2006
Organic Waste Diversion (Food Waste & Yard Waste) to 
Decrease Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

AB 1826 – 2016
Commercial Organics Recycling (Food Waste & Yard Waste)

SB 1383 – 2020
Short-Lived Climate Pollutants (SLCP): Organic Waste Methane 
Emissions Reductions 
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Program: 
• 80+ Participants
• Large Venues (Sea World, Petco 

Park, Convention Center, etc.)
• Commercial Kitchens
• Universities (SDSU, UCSD, and 

PLNU)
• Corporate Kitchens
• San Diego Airport
• Local Restaurants
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City of San Diego’s 
Seal of Participation 
on a Surplus Food 
Donation Program
in partnership with 
Feeding San Diego & 
San Diego Food 
Bank

Commercial Food Waste 
Diversion and Donation Education 

Outreach Recognition



CalRecycle Organics Grant
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Covered Aerated Static Pile 
(CASP)
• Divert Additional 32,500 

tons/yr
o 12,500 tons Food Waste
o 20,000 tons Green Waste

Kitchens For Good
• Funding for Kitchen 

Equipment
• Food Rescued

o > 90,000 pounds 
• Disadvantaged Communities

o > 90,000 meals distributed
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Covered Aerated Composting System (CASP)

• CalRecycle Grant

• Increase Organics Recycling
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Take A Quick Look!

https://youtu.be/iX0aFj0MYmw
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Restricts the sale and distribution 
of the following materials in the 
City of San Diego

• Polystyrene foam (Styrofoam) 
products for the use of food 
service ware, fish and meat 
trays, egg cartons, coolers, and 
beach toys 

• Plastic and bio-plastic straws 
and utensils

Polystyrene Foam and Single Use Plastics Ordinance
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• Commercial Food Waste Diversion Program

• C&D Ordinance

• Save energy, materials, habitat

• Reduce air and water pollution, and 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

• City Recycling Ordinance (CRO)

• Climate Action Plan (CAP)

• Zero Waste Plan

• Polystyrene Foam and Single Use 
Plastics Ordinance (pending litigation)

Why Zero Waste? The Solutions
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Julie Sands Tyne
Supervising Recycling Specialist

jsands@sandiego.gov

858-627-3303

THANK YOU

22

mailto:jsands@sandiego.gov

	The Road to Zero Waste �for the City of San Diego��National Zero Waste Virtual Conference���December 2, 2020
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Environmental �Services Department
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Environmental �Services Department
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Environmental �Services Department
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22

