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Cal Zero Waste:
Who Are We? 
▪ Zero Waste Manager
▪ Operations Supervisor
▪ Operations Coordinator
▪ Truck Drivers
▪ Zero Waste Specialists
▪ Zero Waste Custodians
▪ P/T student staff
▪ Zero Waste Technicians

Cal Zero Waste

Administration

Facilities Services –
Campus Operations



UC Berkeley Zero Waste Keys

• Zero Waste in a Covid19 World

• Policies

• Infrastructure and Signage (Right Sizing/ 
Standardization)

• Metrics

• Communication and Education

• Designing/ Leadership 





1989 Assembly Bill 939: Cities and 
Counties
Reduce Waste by 25% by 1995 
Reduce Waste by 50% by 2000

1999 Assembly Bill 75: State Facilities
Reduce Waste by 25% by 2002 
Reduce Waste by 50% by 2004

2003 UC Sustainability Policy
Reduce Waste by 50% by June 2008
Reduce Waste by 75% by June 2012
Zero Waste by 2020

2006 AB 32 California Global Warming 
Solutions Act of 2006
Reduce GHG Emissions to 1990 levels 
by 2020 
(90% of organics by 2025)

2011 AB 341 (Chesbro) Jobs and 
Recycling
Recycling at least 75% by 2020

2014 SB 1826 (Chesbro) Organics 
Recycling 
Requirement for Businesses & 
Schools

2016 SB1383 Short-Lived Climate Pollutant 
Reduction: Organic Waste Methane 
Emissions Reductions (2016)

2018 Sustainable Packaging for the State 
of California Act of 2018

2018 City of Berkeley Single Use 
Foodware & Litter Reduction Ordinance

Policies Overview



UC Single Use Plastics Elimination Policy Aug 2020
• Jan. 1, 2021: Plastic bags in retail and food service 

establishments will be eliminated
• July 1, 2021: Single - use plastic dining accessories (e.g., 

straws, utensils, stirrers) will be eliminated and replaced 
with local compostable or reusable alternatives, with 
exceptions for accessibility needs.

• July 1, 2022: Dine - in facilities will provide reusable food 
service items (e.g., plates, cups, clamshell containers) for 
food consumed on site and to - go facilities will provide 
reusable or locally compostable alternatives.

• Jan. 1, 2023: Campus food service operations will phase out 
the purchase, sale and distribution of single - use plastic 
beverage bottles. To support this change, UC locations are 
encouraged to install water refill stations.



UC Berkeley Single Use Plastics Elimination Policy 
● Championed by CALPIRG in 2019-2020 academic year, signed by 

Chancellor Christ in April 2020
● Campus-wide commitment to eliminate all non-essential single-use 

plastic by 2030
● Roadmap Product Categories:

○ Office Supplies, Food Service, Retail, Labs, Facilities, Promotional 
Items / Giveaways / Swag, Universal Waste (batteries), E-waste, 
& Packaging. 

● Roadmap Goals
1. Create a plan towards achieving the elimination of all non-

essential single-use plastic with viable alternatives by 2030.
2. Share with other universities and institutions to highlight ways they 

can reduce their single-use plastic usage.



Zero Waste Building Program
Infrastructure

1. Bin Standardization
2. Signage
3. Outreach and Education



Zero Waste Outdoor Program
Infrastructure



Campus Bins



The Mini-Bin System

Mixed Paper Recycling
Recycling 1 ton of paper (200 full 
mixed paper bins):

- Saves 17 trees & 7,000
- Saves 3.3 cub yards of landfill 

space

Not using bag liners for 200 
mini-bins saves the 
equivalent of 2 gallons of gas

One full mini-bin costs Cal 
money to send to landfill

One full mixed paper bin 
generates revenue for Cal

The Mini-Bin
- Promotes reuse
- Eliminates odors and pests

Promotes recycling and waste reduction!

Use me 
again and 
again and 

again!

Over 90% of 
office waste is 

divertible!



Zero Waste at Events and Venues



Metrics
• Compost and landfill materials disposed of on 

campus



Communication and 
Education

• Custodial Services
• Landscape Services
• Residence Halls
• Building Occupants
• Students



TRUE Platinum Certification 
Connie & Kevin Chou Hall
• Using a building as a beacon of 

zero waste to motivate the 
campus 



TRUE Platinum Certification 
Connie & Kevin Chou Hall
• Educational Activities/ Waste 

Audits/ Leadership
• Design (Bulk bins/ No Landfill/ 

Catering)
• Reusable Towels for Cleaning



Questions?

Lin King

ltking@berkeley.edu 

(510) 643 - 4484

zerowaste.berkeley.edu

www.facebook.com/calzerowaste 
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