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The Great Pacific Garbage Patch



Laysan Albatross
The Winged Ambassadors

• Breeding Ground is Located at the Midway Atoll 
Islands. Located in the middle of the Pacific Gyre

• Feeds off the oceans surface “floating food”
• 200,000 nestling die each year of starvation
• Bottle caps are the most identifiable item in the 

stomach of a nestling

What items can you 
identify?





Marine Debris

• 75-80% of all trash in the ocean is plastic
• 80% of marine plastic originates from land
• Approximately 5-8 million tons of plastic waste enter the oceans 

annually
• 51 trillion pieces of plastic debris in the ocean (UNEP)
• An estimated 700 marine species are impacted
• 90% of all seabirds have ingested plastic



Connect the Cap
Decrease the amount of bottle cap litter with a 

product redesign

• Solutions:
• Perform a brand audit at all waterway 

cleanups
• Producer Responsibility 
• Letter Writing Campaign
• Make it a law
• Break Free from Single Use Plastic 



Public Nuisance Lawsuit
(Civil Code sections 3479 and 3480) 

Cause:
Company creates single use plastic pollution in a public place, fails to stop polluting 
and fails to clean it up. 

This causes dirty City streets, parks, waterfront areas, etc.

This also causes harm to the Municipality that has to pay its employees money to 

clean it up.

Remedies: (Civil Code sec. 3491; Code of Civil Proc. sec. 372) 

• Order to Clean up the Mess, or
• Pay to have it cleaned up

Penalties: (If Nuisance is an Illegal Act)

• Criminal Penalties (Penal Code sec 3491)

• Unfair Business Practice Damage (Bus & Prof Code sec 17200, et seq)

If a Public Entity Sues: (Bus & Prof Code sec 17203, 17206)

• Civil Penalties
• Attorney Fees
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