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BUILDING
ZERO WASTE 

COMMUNITIES
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Who is Eco-Cycle?

 One of oldest and largest NGO 

recyclers in the world

 Located in Boulder, Colorado, USA

 65 employees, 50,000 tons/year

 Hands-on experience in every aspect 

of Zero Waste
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INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAMS

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENTPOLICIES
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ZERO WASTE 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Six facilities to 
replace landfills
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PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP: BOULDER COUNTY MRF 
COMMITTED TO CLEAN, HIGH QUALITY MATERIALS
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 Opened in 2001
 24 types of materials
 41,000 customers per year
 5 million pounds per year
 Goal: one new material per 

year

CENTER FOR 
HARD TO RECYCLE 

MATERIALS
(CHaRM)
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COMMUNITY 
ZERO WASTE 
ROADMAP

Three phases: 

1. Access

2. Participation

3. Whatever’s left

www.ecocyclesolutionshub.org/how-to-get-
there/

https://www.ecocyclesolutionshub.org/how-to-get-there/
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BOULDER, CO:
UNIVERSAL ZERO WASTE ORDINANCE

Recycling and composting for all households, apartments and businesses

City-wide diversion jumped 17% in three years: 40% → 57%

Business diversion up from 26% to 58%
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City of Boulder Organics Collection

Commercial Multifamily Home Single Family Home
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Government

Businesses

Schools

Residents

Events

Individuals

EVERYONE HAS A ROLE
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SCHOOLS EDUCATION AND RECYCLING

All public schools in Boulder 
have recycling, composting, 
waste reduction programs

2,000 presentations/year
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: ECO-LEADERS

1000 Eco-leader volunteers

Trained community 
ambassadors for Zero Waste

Adopt a business

Zero Waste events

Tabling

Advocate at local, state level
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: PLASTICS



© Eco-Cycle 2020.ecocycle.org

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: CARBON FARMING

https://ecocycle.org/take-action/community-carbon-farming

Nearly 300 citizen scientists

Measuring carbon storage in 
lawns, gardens

Bridging connection with 
soil health, climate

https://ecocycle.org/take-action/community-carbon-farming
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STORES
CARBON IN SOIL

REDUCES 
LANDFILL EMISSIONS

SAVES 
ENERGY

CHANGING THE NARRATIVE: 
FASTEST, EASIEST CLIMATE SOLUTION

CO2
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BOULDER, CO: ROADMAP TO A CIRCULAR CITY

www.metabolic.nl/publications/circular-boulder/

FLOW OF 
MATERIALS 
THROUGH 
THE CITY

https://www.metabolic.nl/publications/circular-boulder/
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THE ROLE OF RESPONSIBLE RECYCLING
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Building our Zero Waste future and a circular economy

 Community Zero Waste Roadmap

 Best practices and model policies

 Hands-on experience

Kate Bailey, Eco-Cycle

Policy & Research Director 

kate@ecocycle.org

ecocycle.org
ecocyclesolutionshub.org

mailto:kate@ecocycle.org

