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Greenpeace is a global, independent campaigning organization 
that uses peaceful protest and creative communication to 

expose global environmental problems and promote solutions 
that are essential to a green and peaceful future.











How did we get here?

We make and use too much plastic and we cannot recycle or 
dispose of it all.

More than a trillion single-use plastic products are produced each year.

Companies are not taking responsibility for the full life cycle of their 
products.

We have a culture of convenience and disposal supported by single-use 
product delivery models.

Governments have not been holding corporations accountable to reduce 
single-use plastic. 



Plastic pollution is choking our oceans and 
communities and impacting human health.

The UN reports that plastic pollution has increased tenfold since 1980.

Researchers estimate up to 12.7 million tonnes of plastic enters the 
oceans every year, the equivalent of one garbage truckload per minute.

9 out of 10 seabirds, 1 in 3 sea turtles, half of all whales and dolphins, 
fish, plankton, and mussels have ingested plastic.

Plastic is in the water we drink, the food we eat, and the air we breathe.

Only 9% of all plastics created have been recycled, most are incinerated, 
landfilled, or in our environment. 



Myths derailing action 

● Single-use is safer than reusables

● Recycling is the answer

● Bioplastics are the answer

● Chemical recycling is the answer

● Incineration is the answer

● The problem is littering

● The real problem is in Asia

● Plastics are climate-friendly

● Plastics are safe

● We can clean up the ocean





Governments
Ban single-use plastics 
(and other single-use 
materials)

Hold corporations 
accountable

Improve infrastructure

People
Defend democracy

Demand a just recovery

Champion change agents

Say NO to industry lies

Corporations
Take responsibility

Eliminate single-use plastics

Massively scale up reuse 

Stop petrochemical buildout

Let’s change the system



It’s time for retailers to 
#BreakFreeFromPlastic









It’s time for CPGs to 
#BreakFreeFromPlastic





It’s time for petrochemical giants 
to #BreakFreeFromPlastic



It’s time for governments   
to #BreakFreeFromPlastic



It’s time for 2020   
to #BreakFreeFromPlastic



It’s time for 2020   
to #BreakFreeFromPlastic



It’s time for 2020   
to #BreakFreeFromPlastic



Just recovery

Continued media coverage

Giant Eagle win

CPG shifts

Municipal to federal to 
global action

Expose bad actors

This is our moment



  We are rising up. And we will win.



Text “Plastic” to 877-877

Take action. Right now.



Thank you!
david.pinsky@greenpeace.org 


