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Zero Waste is the conservation of all resources by 
means of responsible production, consumption, reuse 
and recovery of products, packaging and materials, 
without burning, and with no discharges to land, water, or 
air that threaten the environment or human health. 

International Definition 



Zero Waste Declaration, 2020 



Eight Steps To 
Becoming A Zero 

Waste Community 
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Eight Steps 
 

STEP	4.	ENGAGE:	CREATE	A	BUZZ	
ü  Educate	community,	staff,	

decision	makers	and	advisory	
boards	

ü  Write	articles	and	press	
releases	

ü  Offer	presentations,	videos,	
films,	awards	

ü  Ask!	Somebody	has	to	ask	for	
a	Zero	Waste	future	

ü  Solicit	input	from	entire	
community:	staff,	decision	
makers,	advisory	boards,	
stakeholders	and	general	
public	

ü  Formally	request	the	adoption	
of	Zero	Waste	goal	



Sonoma County, 
California 



2018 Sonoma 
County  Resolution 
Request 

To	view	these	documents,	visit:	ZWUSA	Resource	Page	



2018 Sonoma 
County 
Initiatives 



Changing the  
Culture 
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Public Policy Champion 



Engage All Stakeholders 



Build a Constituency 



Green the Schools 



Organize Zero Waste Activities & Events 

 Earth Fair, San Diego



Hold Fix-It Clinics, Swaps and Reuse 
Fairs 



An Essential Workforce  

•  Zero waste and climate frontline workers 
support the green economy 

•  21,000 US workers sorting recyclables 
•  This workforce, often unseen, maintains the 

efficiency of recycling system 
•  Recycling plays a key role in job creation and 

creates 10x more jobs than landfilling 
 

Key Issues 

•  High injury and fatality rates 
•  Unsafe working conditions 

•  Loud, heavy machinery  
•  Exposure to hazardous items 

•  Low wages, few benefits 
•  Limited advancement 

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and … Justice 

•  Common	use	of	temporary	workers	
•  Fewer	workplace	protections	
•  Less	likely	to	be	informed	of	rights	

	



 Zero Waste USA 
 Inspiring Communities

Zero Waste 
Toolkit 



Zero Waste Community Toolkit 

① Zero Waste Planning Checklist 
(Policies, Programs & Infrastructure) and   
Service Opportunity Analysis * 
(What’s missing?) 

② Zero Food Waste Planning Checklist 

③ Divertability Analysis with Commodity 
Analysis (Generation, types, amounts and sources of 
discards plus exploring their value) 

 
 



Community Planning Checklist 



Service Opportunity Analysis 



Community Planning Checklist,  
Food Discards – US or California 



Community Planning Glossary –  
Food Discards 



Divertability Analysis 
Step 1 – United States Diversion & Disposal Data, 2017 



Divertability Analysis 
Step 1 - Diversion & Disposal Data, United States, 
2017 



Divertability Analysis 
Chart A - Diversion & Disposal Data, United States 2017 



Divertability Analysis 
Step 2 – Disposal Stream Composition, US, 2017 



Divertability Analysis 
Chart B – Disposal Stream Composition, US, 2017 



Divertability Analysis 
Step 3 – Breakout Chart 



Step 4 – Commodity Analysis 

Source: Institute for Local Self-Reliance, Report for State of Delaware, 2007



U.S. EPA Managing and 
Transforming Waste Streams 

https://www.epa.gov/transforming-waste-tool 
 



U.S. EPA Waste Reduction Model 
(WARM) 

https://www.epa.gov/warm 
 



U.S. EPA Policy and Program 
Impact Estimator 



Zero Waste 
Lifestyles 
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Chris Burger 
Sierra Club Zero Waste Team 

Last time we took our trash to the landfill - 1992 



Bea Johnson, Zero Waste Home 
zerowastehome.com 



Dominique Drakeford, Being Black 
And Zero Waste-ish, www.sustainablebk.co 



Elena Aurora and Layel Camargo,  
Woke N Wasteless, wokenwasteless.com 



Lauren Singer, Trash is for Tossers 
trashisfortossers.com 



How Low Can You Go? - A 



How Low Can You Go? - B 



 Zero Waste USA 
 Inspiring Communities

Thank You 
Portia Sinnott, ZWUSA Program Director 

portiasinnott@zerowasteusa.org 
www. zerowasteusa.org 


