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Bridge to Phase out Plastics

8

Phase 1: Ban New Production of Plastics 

Phase 2: Reduce Plastic Consumption

Phase 3: Reuse of Recovered Plastics

Phase 4: Recycle Existing Flows of Plastics

Phase 5: Introduce Plastic Substitutes 

Phase 6: Phase out all Existing Production of Plastics  



Untangling Plastics: The Missing 
Link in Mitigating Climate Change

Book Publication date: Nov 14, 2025
Can be purchased on Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and local bookstores 

UntanglingPlastics.com 

Bob Gedert, XU Adjunct Professor
gedertr@xavier.edu
www.linkedin.com/in/bobgedert 9

















A healthy ocean and a 
thriving planet, forever and 
for everyone.
Ocean Conservancy unites science, people and 
policy to protect our ocean, today and for 
generations to come.



The need for a comprehensive approach

�‡Make less plastic: 25-40% decrease per 
capita

�‡ Increase quantity and quality of waste 
management/recycling: 60-99% 

�‡Continue targeted clean ups: 40% 

To reduce plastic emissions into the 
ocean to 8 Mt / year (2010 levels):

Borrelle et al., 2020



Ending Ocean Plastics

�‡Ocean Plastics Science
�‡Conservation Cleanups
�‡Plastics Policy



PLASTICS POLICY
Our goal is to prevent 
plastics from becoming 
pollution in the first place.

We focus on policies that require a reduction in single-use 
plastics to achieve our goal of a 50% reduction of single use 
plastics by 2050 to protect our ocean into the future.

We focus on holding producers financially accountable for the 
plastics they're generating to improve how we use and 
manage plastics to protect the ocean for tomorrow.

We focus on banning and phasing out the most highly polluting 
plastics to have an immediate impact on the ocean today.

ELIMINATING PROBLEMATIC PLASTICS

HOLDING PRODUCERS ACCOUNTABLE

REDUCING SINGLE-USE PLASTICS
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