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Elizabeth Ellman
Sustainability Programs Coordinator for the City of Bexley, Ohio 

MUNICIPALITIES LEADING TOWARDS 
ZERO WASTE: 
BEXLEY, OHIO







Sustainability Programs
Administrative
• CDP reporting
• resource to other cities
• greenhouse gas inventory
• Sustainability Action Plan

Air
• Air quality monitoring 

(supplemental to MORPC)
• EV chargers
• Electric Lawnmower 

Entrepreneurial Program
• Gas vehicle purchasing 

moratorium
• Idle Free Bexley campaign
• Charging Smart designation

Built Enviro.
• Alley of the Future
• Arboretum
• Bike boulevards
• Bike Friendly Bexley plan
• Building upgrades
• Infrastructure 

developments
• Love Your Alley
• Riparian setback 

requirements
• SolSmart designation

Teach/Outreach
• education program for BCS 

1st, 4th, and 6th graders
• Green Bexley/ESAC
• Repair Cafe
• Earth & Arbor Days 

Celebration
• Ecochallenges

Energy
• Aggregation program
• Events powered by 

Lightning trucks
• Solar systems on municipal 

buildings

Waste
• Curbside Food Waste 

Recycling program 
• event waste management
• Green Bexley Cleanup Day
• Food Council
• litter pick ups
• Single Use Plastics ban
• special recycling collections

Public Health
• Bexley Farmers Market
• community gardens
• mosquito pilot program

• The Bexley Freedge
• Universal Recycling
• We Wash the Dishes
• weekly trash, recycling, 

        and yard waste collection
• Yardsale & Freecycle Day
• Zero Waste Plan
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Source

This song was used in 
Resource Revolution, 

a theatrical production at Teva.

https://adamah.org/for-educators-organizations/teva-day-school-program/


reduce, reuse, recycle, rethink
because there’s no such place as away



No Such Place As Away
There’s no such thing as garbage that’s what Mother Earth say The 
leaves when they be fallin’ they come back a new way 
If everything we use could be good for the land 
Then we’d keep it in the cycle again and again 

If we reduce, reuse, recycle, rethink 
Because there’s no such place as away
If we reduce, reuse, recycle, rethink 
Because there’s no such place as away



No Such Place As Away
Buying plastic bottled water is a big fat waste 
You can get it from the sink it’s got the same great taste 
Gather all your friends and make the right choice 
‘Cause when we unite the people the whole world will hear our 
voice 

When we reduce, reuse, recycle, rethink
Because there’s no such place as away 
When we reduce, reuse, recycle, rethink 
Because there’s no such place as away



No Such Place As Away
Don’t let people on commercials always tell you what to do 
Hey you need this, hey you need that 
And buy it new, new, new 
You got the power to think for yourself 
It’s time to get creative, wasteful habits on the shelf 

You can reduce, reuse, recycle, rethink 
Because there’s no such place as away 
You can reduce, reuse, recycle, rethink
Because there’s no such place as away



No Such Place As Away
If we rethink what we're using we could save a lot of stuff
We're taking too much from the earth and its getting kinda rough
Open your mind, come on let me hear you say
What you did yesterday you don’t have to do today.
What you did yesterday you don’t have to do today.
What you did yesterday you don’t have to do today.

You can reduce, reuse, recycle, rethink
Because there’s no such place as away
You can reduce, reuse, recycle, rethink
Because there’s no such place as away



eellman@bexley.org
bexley.org/sustainability | greenbexley.org

Thank you!



Zero Waste DC

Stay in the loop by 
following @dczerowaste

Department of Public Works | Office of Waste Diversion
Sarah Hofman-Graham 



Introductions

Sarah Hofman-Graham

Management and Program Analyst

Office of Waste Diversion

D.C. Department of Public Works



Mission and Work Streams

Divert 80% or more of 
the city’s waste away 

from landfill and 
incineration and 

towards its highest 
and best use. 

FOCUSING ON FOOD 
WASTE

RECYCLING RIGHT

DPW’s Office of Waste Diversion was established in 
2014 to implement programs towards the District’s 
Zero Waste Goal.

PRIORITIZING 
REDUCTION



Zero Waste DC Plan
• The Zero Waste DC Plan provides a 

roadmap of steps the District must 
take to achieve an 80% waste 
diversion rate. 

• The Zero Waste DC Plan is made up 
of 7 overarching goals and 43 
actions designed to work together 
to achieve zero waste

• Development included: 
• Background research and baselining 

• Benefit-Cost Analysis

• Public Engagement Process
Read the full 
plan at:
www.zerowaste.
dc.gov/zwdcplan



Zero Waste DC Impact 
By 2040, if implemented fully, the Plan will: 

• Divert an estimated 958,442 
tons of solid waste annually.

• Avoid an estimated 1.38 million 
MTCO2e of GHG annually. 

• Create nearly 300 green jobs 
within the District Government 
and inject $67 million in 
financial assistance and 
incentives into the community

• Avoid an estimated 1.38 million 
MTCO2e of GHG annually. 

This is the equivalent of planting 22.9 million 
trees and growing them for 10 years.



• Reducing the waste generated 
citywide—from businesses, offices, 
schools, and homes—is the most 
impactful zero waste action. 

• By targeting waste at the source, we 
can reduce carbon and air emissions 
not only from hauling and disposal, 
but across products’ lifecycles.

PRIORITIZE REDUCTION

Overview



Ban on single-use 
plastic straws

5¢ plastic bag 
fees

Disposable utensils by 
request only

Styrofoam food 
service ware ban

Monthly repair 
clinics

Central reuse directory, 
reuse.dc.gov

PRIORITIZE REDUCTION

Existing DC policies and programs



Waste Reduction in the Zero Waste DC Plan

PRIORITIZE REDUCTION

In the Zero Waste DC Plan

Incremental approach to 
reducing single use plastic



Reducing First – what can you do? 

• Plastic Bag Fee assessment

• Continue to encourage 
voluntary use of reusables 

• Groundwork to enabling 
reusables policies

PRIORITIZE REDUCTION

What’s next?



• 2021 waste characterization study 
estimated that in DC between 20-
30% of the waste stream are 
recyclable items. 

• Multi-family and commercial sectors 
generally have lower recycling rates 
than residential sector.

RECYCLING RIGHT

Overview



Existing DC Recycling Regulations

RECYCLING RIGHT

Existing DC Programs to Boost Recycling 

Community Education 
DPW regularly attends community events to share 
information about recycling requirements and resources 

Multi-Family Outreach and Assistance
Recycling Outreach Specialists proactively visit multi-family 
buildings to assess compliance with recycling requirements and 
offer technical assistance.

Recycling Contamination Screening 
DPW staff screen loads of incoming recycling at the Fort 
Totten Transfer Station to keep trash out of recycling. 



In the United States, food waste comprises 
24% of municipal solid waste in landfills

In DC, food waste makes up 18% of the 
residential trash stream 
and 18% of the  commercial trash stream

Wasted food is responsible for 60% of 
citywide emissions from waste when sent to 
a landfill or incinerator

FOCUS ON FOOD WASTE & ORGANICS

Sources:
US EPA, Quantifying Methane Emissions from Landfilled Food Waste
2021 Waste Characterization Study (2018 Data)
Carbon Free DC

Overview



FOCUS ON FOOD WASTE & ORGANICS

FOOD WASTE FOOD WASTE

Residential
Collection

Weekly
Drop-Off Events

24/7
Smart Bins

DPR Community Composting 
Cooperatives

DPW-Managed Programs

Existing DC policies and programs



FOOD WASTE FOOD WASTE

Residential

Collection Program

▪ Weekly curbside collection from DPW-

serviced households

▪ 9,000 participating households across 

all 8 wards

▪ Collects ~85 tons per month

DPW’s Food Waste Diversion Programs

Find a Drop-Off
Collections

Waitlist

Weekend Drop-Off 

Events

▪ 12 events every weekend year-round

▪ Co-located with farmers markets or 

other community hub

▪ Collects ~29 tons per month

Food Waste Smart Bins

▪ 31 bins citywide (new in 2025)

▪ 24/7 availability in all 8 wards

▪ Bins are unlocked via metroKEY app or 

keypad code

▪ Collects ~28 tons per month



• Adding 20 more food waste 
smart bins across the District for 
increased accessibility

• Expansion of residential food 
waste collection by 3,000 
households

• Commercial food waste 
requirements

FOCUS ON FOOD WASTE & ORGANICS

What’s next?



Zero Waste Infrastructure

What’s next?

• Building a new “Zero Waste 
Transfer Station” on the site of a 
solid waste transfer station that 
burned down in 2021. 

• Regional partnerships with 
private and public entities to 
increase organics processing 
capacity.



Thank you!
Learn more at zerowaste.dc.gov

Questions? Email us at zero.waste@dc.gov

Sarah Hofman-Graham 

Department of Public Works, Office of Waste Diversion 

Sarah.hofman-graham@dc.gov 

mailto:zero.waste@dc.gov
mailto:Sarah.hofman-graham@dc.gov
mailto:Sarah.hofman-graham@dc.gov
mailto:Sarah.hofman-graham@dc.gov


ZERO BY FIFTY
MISSOULA, MT

Leigh Ratterman, Community Resilience Specialist



The City of Missoula adopted 
the "ZERO by FIFTY" plan in 
2018 to achieve the goal of zero 
waste by the year 2050. This is 
a comprehensive plan that 
outlines a pathway to zero 
waste through increased 
access, infrastructure, 
education, and policy changes, 
and it applies to residents, 
businesses, and the university



Successes

Missoula has the collection system infrastructure in place so that all Missoulians 
can/could compost, recycle, divert C&D
Household Hazardous waste collection site was opened in 2023
Municipally-owned compost facility that accepts all compostable materials

Many large events have committed to working towards zero waste: Missoula 
County Fair, Roots Fest, Missoula Marathon, Pride Fest, Concerts at Griz Stadium, 
Griz Stadium games
Zero waste in K-12 schools
Home ReSource's Pledge Zero program supports businesses transitioning to zero 
waste
Missoula has a fairly comprehensive food recovery network
City-adopted Sustainable Building Policy and MRA deconstruction requirement



Challenges

Funding
Competing priorities
Lack of political will/support (local, state, federal)
State legislature
Capacity
Lack of incentives
Lack of community awareness



ZERO WASTE TASK FORCE



GOAL: CREATE A SHORT-TERM (3-5 YEAR) 
ROADMAP OF REALISTIC, IMPLEMENTABLE ZERO 
WASTE STRATEGIES FOR THE ZERO BY FIFTY PLAN

Review Zero by Fifty 
Zero Waste Plan

1

Identify Successes

2

Identify Barriers to 
Implementation

3

Create Decision-
Making Matrix to 
Identify Priority 
Strategies

4

Identify Short-Term 
Implementation 
Strategies

5

Create Roadmap

6



REVIEW CURRENT STRATEGIES, BARRIERS, SUCCESSES, 
AND DEGREE OF IMPLEMENTATION



CREATE DECISION-MAKING MATRIX



CONSIDER ADDITIONAL FEASIBILITY CRITERIA



Education

Create and implement an education program that highlights existence of and opportunities at HHW, as well as alternatives 
to hazardous materials

Increase outreach and education to contractors, homeowners, and other industry professionals. Use data collected from 
building permits to understand the percentage of projects currently using deconstruction and where materials are being 
diverted to, as educational tool.

Create a technical support program for schools that have committed to zero waste, to ensure the programs continue year 
after year.

Create plug-and-play resources (how to guide, signage, etc) for businesses who are interested in going zero waste.

Create targeted community campaigns and ensure communication between all community partners to ensure 
participation in messaging; gather zero waste stakeholder group on a quarterly basis to provide updates and plan for 
shared zero waste education.

Expand reduce/reuse educational opportunities such as thrift store guide, fix it clinics, and other opportunities



Access

Complete a feasibility study (examining current structure and possible changes) to obtain options report on 
how to increase access to and participation in zero waste services, and work with decision-makers to gain 
support. The study may look at solutions such as municipal waste hauling contracts, incentive-based 
solutions, and policy recommendations.

Ensure public awareness around fix-it clinics, trainings, and other educational opportunities

Explore feasibility of increasing capacity to process community compost to help inform compost collection 
efforts

Create case studies to understand how schools/MFUs can impact diversion rates



Infrastructure

Expand current zero waste event services, design a program for 
smaller DIY events, and to provide various levels of techinical and 
educational support (including all-inclusive technical support, as well 
as online training programs for DIY zero waste events)

Work with Parks Department and Downtown Association to build zero 
waste infrastrucure in public areas (Out to Lunch, Downtown Tonight, 
Farmers Market)



Policy

Data collection policy



Next Steps:

• Finalize recommended short-term strategies 
that are realistic, and implementable in the 
next 3-5 years; goal is to identify ~10 strategies

• Create public-facing road map and gather 
feedback from the community

• Work with community partners to implement 
strategies


