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The Fight for a Strong
Global Plastics Treaty



The Global Plastics Treaty negotiations are a once in 
a lifetime opportunity to establish an “international 
legally binding instrument to end plastic pollution 
across the full life cycle, including in the marine 
environment” (UNEA Resolution 5/14).

Since November of 2022, delegates from 170+ 
nations and thousands of members of civil society 
have participated in meetings of the 
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) on 
Plastic Pollution to draft the treaty.

The timeline for the negotiations is both functionally 
insane and commensurate with the scope of the 
crisis and our urgency to act.



How did we get 
here?



COP - Mid 2025

Nov 2024, Busan, 

Republic of Korea

April 21-30, 2024 

Ottawa, Canada



How are we organized?
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How are they organized?
“Like Minded” Countries High Ambition Countries

Iran
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Gulf Cooperation 
Council

China USA
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Canada
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Seek no 
Instrument Seek an instrument 

that serves them
Seek an 
effective 
Instrument

UNEP



NEARLY 40 US-BASED MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS WORKING TO PRESSURE THE BIDEN 

ADMINISTRATION TO NEGOTIATE A TREATY THAT PRIORITIZED ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE, 

PUBLIC HEALTH, AND HUMAN RIGHTS OVER THE INTERESTS OF THE FOSSIL FUEL + 

PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRIES, AND PRIOTIZES NON-TOXIC REUSE AND REFILL OVER 

INDUSTRY FALSE SOLUTIONS

US Political Strategy
for a Global Plastics Treaty







This is Option 3

These are alternative 
text proposals and 
additions to Option 1 
(that have nothing to do 
with OP3)

This is Option 4

This is an alternative title (to the 
entire Part II.1)

A COMPILED MESS! 
NOT LEGAL TEXT!



Failed to reach an 
agreement at INC 4 on 
preamble, definitions, 
TOC + most of the 
substantive provisions

The “Like Minded 
Group” is only partially 
to blame

Zero Draft Text has 
become heavily 
bracketed due to wide 
array of views among 
MS



Intersessional Meeting 
● Mandate for Intersessional Work at INC 4 in 

Ottawa, including in-person meeting in 
Bangkok

● Production of primary plastic polymers 
notably excluded

● Ad hoc intersessional expert working groups 
covered chemicals of concern, “problematic 
and avoidable” products, and financial 
mechanism

● Shift in posture from US and Chinese 
delegations, but no shift in policy 



The US must clarify their 
position and take the lead

● The US signaled openness to shifting their 
position on PPP, chemicals, and products and 
hold the line on previous shifts right before 
Bangkok

● If true, this could potentially break gridlock 
and ensure we leave Busan with a strong 
skeleton of the Treaty

● So far commitments have been private rather 
than public, and rhetorical rather than 
substantive

● Likely to change with the elections

https://www.plasticpollutioncoalition.org/blog/2024/7/19/white-house-releases-new-strategy-for-action-on-plastic-pollution


No need for policy expertise; everyone in 
has a role to play!

● Pushing for a strong treaty is not just about 
policy—we’ll need to mobilize the grassroots to 
influence public narrative around the treaty, and 
by extension, influence the delegates & actual 
negotiations

● How does one get involved?
• Grassroots pressure!
• US GPT Collective biweekly meetings
Contact: graham@breakfreefromplastic.org or 
myself at Jamala@breakfreefromplastic.org



CLARIFICATIONS,
QUESTIONS, 
QUERIES,
COMMENTS? 
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