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Enough water to cover 
California 14” deep

Second deepest lake in 
the United States

15+ million annual visits 

Not a national park

“

Photo: Jesse Bradford



We are the donor-funded 

organization of 

environmental experts 

and Tahoe-lovers who 

have been keeping Tahoe 

blue since 1957.
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Data for Policy Change
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Innovative Management



Testing & Scaling Tech
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Litter Bans

1.
Repeat Litter 

Offenders

Beach-cleaning
robots

3.
Plastic

Problem

Tahoe Blue 
Beaches

2.
Loving Tahoe 

to Death



Thank You

info@keeptahoeblue.org

keeptahoeblue.org
@keeptahoeblue
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Introduction   www.njclean.org

New Jersey Clean Communities is a 
statewide, non-profit litter-abatement 
program created by the passage of the 
Clean Communities Act in 1986. The Act 
provides a funding source for the 
program by placing a tax on fifteen 
categories of businesses that 
produce/sell litter-generating products.
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Clean Communities legislation was passed in 
1986 and became NJ’s first EPR Act.   

In 2020, NJCCC was included in NJ’s Single 
Use Plastics legislation & given the 
responsibility for developing statewide 
education and outreach. 



NJ Launches Recycle Coach 
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In 2017, NJDEP purchased 

the Recycle Coach app for 

use by all counties and 

towns.  It offers residents 

detailed information about 

their local recycling 

programs, waste disposal 

guidelines, and a “What Goes 

Where” tool. 



Using Digital Technology to Combat Litter
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NJCCC integrated Recycle Coach to 

promote litter prevention actions, 

advertise community clean-up events, 

educational workshops, and other litter 

abatement programs. 

This helped boost volunteer participation 

and community involvement.



Focus Areas

❑ Cleanup

5

❑ Enforcement

❑ Education
✓ General Litter
✓ Cigarette Butts
✓ Balloon Releases
✓ Single Use Plastics
✓ Reusable Bags
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Litter 
Abatement
Custom 
Content 
Program
12-month State-Wide program
Sponsored by NJ Clean Communities

2023-2024

https://recyclecoach.com/


Customized Quiz Questions for Web App
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Question 1: What would you do to help in the 
reduction of single-use plastics?
4.82k Users Participated

Question 2: Are you remembering to bring your 
reusable bag every time you shop?
7.42k Users Participated

Question 3: Did you know balloons can often 
travel up to 1,400 miles and land in waterways or 
the ocean causing litter? Instead of a balloon 
release at your next celebration, which of these 
sustainable alternatives are you most interested 
in trying?
11.35k Users Participated

Question 4 : TRUE or FALSE: One of the leading 
contributors to ocean microplastic pollution is 
microfibers that are broken off of clothing during 
agitation in laundry machines.
5.8k Users Participated

https://recyclecoach.com/


Learning Modules 

8

Benefits of the NJ Bag Law
18.1k Users

45.6k Engagements

Residents watch the NJ video then 
engage with poll and quiz 

questions about changes in plastic 
bag usage in NJ.

The Problem with Microfibers
18k Users

40.3k Engagements

Residents engage with a photo gallery 
explaining the effects of microfiber 
plastic pollution and how to reduce 

impacts in their home.

Balloon Releases
8.13k Users

17.9k Engagements

Residents learn about issues with 
balloon release litter and are 

provided with sustainable 
alternatives.

https://recyclecoach.com/


Community Pledge

https://recyclecoach.com/
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https://recyclecoach.com/
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ACTIVITY PACKS – ENGAGE AT AN EARLY AGE

Live on Web App and used as a community 
resource for any CC Coordinator

https://recyclecoach.com/
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12-MONTH WALL CALENDAR

Live on Web 
App and used 
as a 
community 
resource for 
any CC 
Coordinator

https://recyclecoach.com/
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Municipalities Can Add Their Own Content 

And Event Sign Up 

https://recyclecoach.com/


Topic Engagements and Exposures
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Litter 
123k Engagements
1.6m Impressions

Reducing Plastic Waste
38.2k Engagements
524k Impressions

This is the measurement of all engagements and exposures to 
the topic of Litter and Reducing Plastic Waste from October 2023 
through today. This shows how many times all New Jersey 
residents have interacted with these topics across all content 
over the course of the program.

https://recyclecoach.com/


Summary of Collaborative Benefits
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Statewide Consistency: 

Utilizing Recycle Coach ensures that all municipalities 

within New Jersey have access to the same quality of 

information and tools, promoting a unified approach to 

recycling and litter reduction across the state.

Cost-Effective Outreach: 
Digital platforms like Recycle Coach offer a cost-effective 

means for NJCCC to reach a broader audience without 

the extensive expenses associated with traditional 

marketing and educational campaigns.



Check out our PSAs…

Balloon Litter

General Litter

Cigarette Litter

Reusable Bag Resource Center  
coming soon!

AVAILABLE AT 
LITTER FREE NJ

https://youtube.com/shorts/UyMKSitNprg?si=hF8yUNskLKhraNGa
https://youtube.com/shorts/kOQsMmCYvx4?si=6lSvhJ_LfmZNhvZJ
https://youtube.com/shorts/hlnhgAr-m_I?si=vyTzoog8-aMedzvR


THANK YOU

JoAnn Gemenden

jgemenden@njclean.org
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