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Curbside Reuse Study 
Results and Recommendations 

Amanda Rice Waddle, Director of Zero Waste
Gainesville, Florida



Nonprofit Organization with the mission to build a reuse economy to help people and the planet





Study Objectives
Assess the quantity, quality, and value of items left at the curb for disposal.

Curbside Reuse Study



Study Questions
1. Were the piles of items mostly put out during the weekend or the night     

before their collection day?

2. Were the piles scavenged by community members before collection day?

3.  What percentage of piles included sellable items for the local reuse 
economy?

4. What types of materials are left at the curb?

5. Is there value in the materials left at the curb?



Curbside Reuse Study Methods

Student Area

• Drove the Same Route 17 
Times
• One time per day – 17 days

• Route included 3202 Houses
• April / May 
• July / August
• ArcGIS Field Maps App

• Pictures, pin drop, codes

• Pile Assessment

University of Florida

Student Area



Curbside Reuse Study Methods

City-Wide Area

• Drove each Route 3 Times
• First drive with city staff
• Second drive with city staff
• Third drive Repurpose Project 

staff
• 17 Routes 

• 800-1200 houses per route
• ArcGIS Field Maps App

• Pictures, pin drop, codes
• Pile Assessment

City of Gainesville, FL



Piles, Material Categories, & Assessments
Pile – the group of items at the 
curb. This can consist of one or 
more items.

Material Categories:
• Appliances, small
• Appliances, large
• Clothing and other textiles
• Construction & Demolition 
• Electronics
• Furniture
• Household
• Mattresses
• Metal 
• Other 
• Toys



Curbside Store



Intake Sales



Results and Sales Data
Study Information Student Area City-Wide
Field Days 17 31
Items Collected 301 199
Items to Repurpose Project or Scrap 25 44

Items Barcoded and Tracked 276 155
Items Sold within 90 Days 256 140
Items Didn’t Sell 20 15
Percentage of Items Sold 93% 90%
Weight of Items Sold (pounds) 5,451 3,977

Value of Items Sold $3,376 $2,430
Value Per Pound $0.62 $0.61
Estimated Value Per Ton $1,238.64 $1,222.03
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Study Questions Answered
Study Question Student Area City-Wide Area

Were the piles of items 
mostly put out during the 
weekend or the night  
before their collection day?

NA Both Weekend and Night 
Before Collection

Were the piles scavenged 
by community members 
before collection day?

NA Yes, up to 38% of the Piles

What percentage of piles 
included sellable items for 
the local reuse economy?

Collected 61% of Items at 
the Curb
Sold 93% of Collected 
Items

Collected 33% of Items at 
the Curb (after community 
scavenging)
Sold 90% of Collected 
Items

What types of materials are 
left at the curb?

Furniture, Household, 
Clothing

Household, Furniture, C&D

Is there value in the 
materials left at the curb?

Yes, $3,376 – value of items 
sold

Yes, $2,430 – value of items 
sold



Curbside Reuse Study Recommendations
• Reuseable Item Pickup Service 

as part of the curbside service
• Reusable pickup days
• Student moveout collection 

program
• Once yearly on-demand reuse 

pickup service
• On-demand reuse pickup 

service 



Curbside Reuse Study Recommendations
Education and Outreach – best practices for items at the curb

Next Step – meeting with city staff and elected officials to discuss the recommendations!



Transfer Station Study – Grant from Alachua County

Objectives:
• Assess the quantity, quality, and value of items brought to the TS for disposal.

• Collected over 1500 items in 25 days of fieldwork

• Tracked the sale of 981 items

• Results are coming soon!



Thank you!

Thank you, City of Gainesville, for funding this project

Amanda@repurposeproject.org

mailto:Amanda@repurposeproject.org
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RE:PURPOSE SAVANNAH



Re:Purpose Savannah is a women+ led 501(c)3 nonprofit 
establishing a sustainable future through the deconstruction, 

salvage, and reuse of historic buildings.

OUR MISSION 



90%



Photo of re:purp team
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DECONSTRUCTION 
TRAINING



LOCATIONS

SAN ANTONIO, TX
ATLANTA, GA
CONWAY, SC
SAVANNAH, GA
ONTARIO, CANADA 



HOW WE DO THINGS HOW THEY ARE 
NORMALLY DONE

INSPECT & ASSESS DETERMINE HOW 
BUILDING CAN BE BEST 
UNBUILT

SALVAGE AUDIT TAX DEDUCTION ESTIMATE 
FROM CERTIFIED 
APPRAISAL

DOCUMENTATION & 
RESEARCH

3D SCANNING + EXTENSIVE 
HISTORICAL RESEARCH

DECONSTRUCTION PERMITTING AND DECON 
TO CLIENTS PARAMETERS

PROCESS & SALVAGE FOR REUSE BY CLIENT OR 
FOR RESALE

REPORT DATA OF TONNAGE 
DIVERTED

INSPECT & ASSESS PROVIDE DEMO ESTIMATE

(MAYBE INCLUDES 
PERMITTING)

DEMOLITION CRUSH AND LANDFILL



HOW WE DO THINGS HOW THEY ARE
NORMALLY DONE



TRAINING COSTS
-situationally specific 

-grants

-private funding

-revenue

-government funds



SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 



SAN ANTONIO 















ATLANTA, GEORGIA











 



Add cute smiling photo of students 



CONWAY, 
SOUTH CAROLINA













SAVANNAH, GEORGIA











What kind of grants are out there? 
Community Grants

State Grants

Corporate Grants

Federal Grants

Foundation Grants

*start with the google.
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